
Record Keeping 

For your Livestock Operation  

 

 

2015 Indian Livestock Days 

 

 



The biggest mistake regarding record-keeping is 

not writing things down or not remembering 

where you wrote it down.ò 

 



What records should you keep? 

ÅIncome and Expenses 

ÅDaily Activities 

ÅAnimal and Crop Records 

ÅWeather Records 



Reliable Records 

Å Diaries, Legers 

or receipts 

Å Tax records 

Å Brand 

Inspections 

Å Dated Pictures 



Verifiable Records 

Å Dated Sales or 

Purchase Receipts 

Å Dated Invoices 

Å Chattle Inspections 

Å Loan records 

 



Livestock Record Keeping 

 

ÅRecord Book 

ÅSoftware 



Farm/Ranch Journal/Calendar 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY0MZrU_Jn8


Day of month 

Record precipitation (inches by day or total since last measurement) 

January February March April  May June July August September October November December 
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Feed Records 



Pastures Records 

ÅPasture ID and Location 

ïPlanting date ï Crop ï Variety ï seeding rate- total 

acres planted 

ïHarvest Records ï Date ï Crop ï Yield and Comments 

ïSoil Test Records 

ïFertilizer Records 

ïPasture Improvements or repairs 

ïPest Scouting and control records 

ïPesticide Use Records 

 

 



Pasture Usage 
AUMs* are calculated assuming a 1000 pound animal is grazed 

  In Out Usage 

Pasture Class Head Date Head Date Total   Days In Head    Days AUMS* 

% Grazed on 

Pasture % Supplemented 

Example Cows 25 4/15/2007 24 7/23/2007 99 2426 81     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     

            0 0 0     



Supplement Record 

Pasture:           

No Animals:     WT.:     

            

Date Product Lb Days 

Avg. 

Consumption 

(Hd/Day) 

Avg. 

Consumption 

(Hd/Mo) 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            



Range Records 

 

 ÅGrazing Records 

ïGrass Height In 

ïGrass Height Out 

ïDays Grazed 

ïHerd ID 

ïNumber of Cows/Calves/Bulls in Herd 

 



Livestock Records 



Cow Herd Inventory                Beginning of Fiscal Year 

Enter Breed of animals (see notes below) 

Breed Code                       Total 

Age   

Open Replecements                       0 

Bred Repleacements                       0 

2 year old                       0 

3 year old                       0 

4 + year old                       0 

  

Total 0   0   0   0   0   0 0 

Exposed Cow Herd Inventory               Beginning of Breeding Season 

Enter Breed of animals (see notes below) 

Breed Code                       Total 

Age 

Open Replecements                       0 

Bred Repleacements                       0 

2 year old                       0 

3 year old                       0 

4 + year old                       0 

  

Total 0   0   0   0   0   0 0 





Bull Inventory / Breeding Soundness Examination 

Age Number Breed Body Condition No. Tested No. Passed 

Yearling           

2 year old           

3 year old           

4 year old           

5 year old           

6 year old           

7 + years old           

Total 0 0 0 

Age Number Breed Body Condition No. Tested No. Passed 

Yearling           

2 year old           

3 year old           

4 year old           

5 year old           

6 year old           

7 + years old           

0 0 0 



SPA Performance Measures 

Beginning Date Ending Date Head 

              

Breeding       

    Cows Exposed* [A]  0 

    

Preg Check       

   Bred Cows [B]    

   Open Cows   

    

Weaning       

   Calves Weaned [C] 0 

    

F
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Calving 

   Total Calves Born [D]  0 

      Live    

      Dead    

    

Breeding       

    Cows Exposed* 0 

    

Preg Check       

   Bred Cows 0 

   Open Cows 0 

    

Weaning       

   Calves Weaned [E] 0 

       Steers Weaned   

       Heifers Weaned   

       Bulls Weaned   

    

   Avg Weaning Weight [F]   

       Avg Steer Weaning Weight 0 

       Avg Heifer Weaning Weight 0 

       Avg Bull Weaning Weight 0 

                

              

Pregnancy Percentage   

   Bred Cows divided by Cows Exposed   

  [B]  0 [A]  0 = #DIV/0! 

    

Calving Percentage   

   Calves Born divided by Cows Exposed   

  [D]  0 [A]  0 = #DIV/0! 

    

Weaning Percentage   

   Calves Weaned divided by Cows Exposed   

  [E] 0 [A]  0 =[G] #DIV/0! 

    

Pounds Weaned per Cow Exposed   

   Avg Weaning Weight X Weaning Percentage   

  ]F] 0 [G] #DIV/0! = #DIV/0! 

              



Body Condition Score Record 
  *Refer to Information Worksheet for Help with Body Condition Scoring 

Date Age Group Weaning BCS ID of Thin Cows 

  2     

      

  3     

      

  4 & Older     

      

        

      

        

Date Age Group Pre-Calving BCS ID of Thin Cows 

  2     

      

  3     

      

  4 & Older     

      

        

      

        

Date Age Group Calving BCS ID of Thin Cows 

  2     

  

  3     

  

  4 & Older     

  

        

  

        

  

Date Age Group Pre-Breeding BCS ID of Thin Cows 

  2     

      

  3     

      

  4 & Older     

      

        

      

        

http://www.cattlerange.com/502C924-201/502C302-201.html






Calving Activity Data Record 

  * If you have age groups starting to calve at different times then use the starting date for that group as day 1 of the first  

calving period.  For example, if the bulls were put in with the two-year-old heifers (see gestation table worksheet) Apr. 1,  

you would expect them to start calving Jan. 11.  Under start date for two-year-olds you would enter 1/11.  If the first calf was 

born on Jan. 12, that calf would be entered under day 2 of the first period.  One born on Jan. 21 would be entered under day  

10.  If the bulls were put in with the rest of the herd on Apr. 22, the starting date would be Feb. 1 and that would be the start 

date for the rest of the herd.  In any age group those born before the scheduled start date would be entered as day 1. 

By Age of Cow - 21 Days 

Cow Calv. Calving Period Days 

age        start 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Total 

Period #1        2's Clvs                                             

Date                  _    /    /                                             

Period #1           3's Clvs                                             

Date                  _    /    /                                             

Period #1           4+ Clvs                                             

Date                 _    /    /                                             

Cow Calv. Calving Period Days 

age        start 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Total 

Period #1        2's Clvs                                             

Date                  _    /    /                                             

Period #1           3's Clvs                                             

Date                  _    /    /                                             

Period #1           4+ Clvs                                             

Date                 _    /    /                                             



Calf Information 

205 day 

Cow ID Calf ID Sire ID Birth Date Birth Wt Sex CLVG EZ Wean Date Wean Wt COW BCS Remarks** adjusted  **Calf Death Loss Code **Age @ Death *Calf Vigor 

631 801 AN31 03/15/06 85 B 1 10/15/2006 550 5 Calf Died 2,1 530 0  - Predator 1  - Under 15 Days 1  - Nursed immediately, healthy 

                      #DIV/0! 1  - Abortion 2  - 15 to 30 Days 2  - Nursed on own but took time 

                      #DIV/0! 2  - Scours 3  - 30 to Brand 3  - Required assistance to suckle 

                      #DIV/0! 3  - Pneumonia 4  - Brand to Wean 4  - Died shortly after birth 

                      #DIV/0! 4  - White Muscle *Calving Ease 5  - Dead on arrival 

                      #DIV/0! 5  - Enterotoxaemia 1  - No assistance 

                      #DIV/0! 6  - Birth Related 2  - Assisted, easy ***Body Conditioning 

                      #DIV/0! 7  - Accident 3  - Assisted, difficult    Refer to information worksheet 

                      #DIV/0! 8  - Cold Stress 4  - Caesarean 

                      #DIV/0! 9  - Other 5  - Breech Birth, Abnormal 

                      #DIV/0! 

                      #DIV/0! 

                      #DIV/0! 

                      #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 

                        #DIV/0! 



Calf Health Record 

Calf Hood Weaning      Date:           

Vaccinations 

Diseases Company Serial # Lot # Exp.          Date No.      Doses 

Withdr-     awal        

Date 

Route of Admin-     

istration Location Processor Initials 

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

Parasite Control 

  Product     Amount  _     

Withdr

awal 

Date      Lot # Cost Per Head No. Head 

Lice                         

Grubs                         

Worms                         

Other                         

                          

                          

Sex:    Steers         Bulls       Heifers         No. of Animals      Date Weaned     

   Castration Method:         Dehorned:  Yes   No   

   Brand:           Location:           

   Description / Comments:                         

                              

                              

Signed:             Date:             

Veterinarian:             Phone:             



Cow Herd Health 

Date       

Vaccinations 

Diseases Company Serial # Lot # Exp.          Date No.      Doses Withdrawal Date 

Route of Admin-     

istration Location Processor Initials 

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

  

Parasite Control 

Product Amount Lot # Withdrawal Date Cost Per Head No. Head 

Lice               

Grubs               

Worms               

Other               

                

                

Date of Vaccination       

Tot

al 

Hea

d     

Vac

cina

ted     

Tot

al 

Cos

t     



Cattle Treatment Record 

Date 

Animal 

ID Diagnosis 

Treatment / 

Dose Lot # Serial # Location 

Route of 

Admin - 

istration 

Processor 

Initials 

Length of 

Withdrawal 

Withdrawal 

Date Comments 

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



Summary of Death Losses 

ID Date Died Age Reason of Death 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        


